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Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine...

Mar 06, 2005

| dentifying the New Testament Church

Allan McNabb
Below is a checklist based upon New Testament fcap
in respect to the church. Certainly, this brief tannot be
exhaustive but is helpful in identifying the Newstament
church as opposed to the denominations of men. pgmenm
the church you attend, or any church, to the falhgw
checklist. And, compare this checklist to the Bible
Answer yes or no to each of the following questidkrsy
church that does not have the components listexhbial
not a New Testament church founded upon Christit lisit
a man-made organization founded upon men.

IsChrist the Head of the church? "For the husband is
head of the wife, as also Christ is head of thedtiu
(Eph. 5:23). If Christ is head of the church, therch
must be structured as He has ordained. In ordehéor
church to be structured by Christ, it must be $tmaxl
according to the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9). riytleng
done by the church must be authorized by Christ,
wherefore; authority for every doctrine and pragfit the
church must be found in the Bible. And, everythiingt is
found in the scriptures relative to the church ningst
accomplished by the church.

Doesthe church bear a Scriptural name? Some of the
most common names in the Bible for a New Testament
church are: church of the Firstborn (Heb. 12:2Burch of
God (Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 1:2; 10:32; 1 Tim. 3:5e th
church (1 Th. 1:1; Eph. 5:23), church of Christ{iRo
16:16), house of God (1 Tim. 3:15). A church witlya
other name is not a church founded upon the dectin
Christ but upon the doctrines of men.

I sthe church organized according to scripture? God
teaches, in the Bible, that churches are to bdlyoca
organized with elders (also called Bishops), deacon
evangelists, teachers, and members (saints); ahealch
church is autonomous (Eph. 4:11; Phil. 1:1; §itb; 1
Tim. 3:1-13; Heb. 5:12). Churches that have appdint
gualified men to be elders and deacons must bd wik
a plurality (more than one) of elders. The men af®
appointed must meet qualifications as outlinedveaNlew
Testament. A church that is organized with anyothe
administrative offices is not a church organizecbading
to the doctrine of Christ, but it is organized adog to

the doctrines of men. By definition, a denominaii®ta
religious organization uniting in a single legatan
administrative body a number of local congregations
(Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary); therefore, a
denomination is not organized according to the ritoeiof
Christ.

Doesthe church Scripturally wor ship God? The Bible
teaches New Testament worship to contain: prayets(A
2:42; 4:24); singing psalms, hymns, and spiritoaigs -
instrumental accompaniment is excluded by silerfi¢cben
Scriptures (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16); observing thed'®
Supper every first day of the week (Acts 2:42; 20:7
laying by in store (collection) as prospered evigst day
of the week (1 Cor. 16:1-2); teaching and preaclus
2:42; 20:7- 12). A church that "takes from" or "add"
the worship of Christ's church is not worshiping@ding
to the divine plan of Christ. One does not worghi
unless his worship is according to the doctrin€lofist
and thus worships in spirit and truth (In. 4:24).

Isthe church benevolent accordingto Scriptural
design? The church may disburse monetary benevolen
from the treasury to the elders of another chubaty
11:30). Benevolence may be disbursed from thecthur
treasury to an individual Christian, but benevokenc
disbursed on the grounds of widowhood must meet thg
criteria ordained by the apostle Paul (1 Tim. 563-1
Benevolence to those outside the church is comnahaiude
be disbursed on a personal basis. The church céaket
funds from the treasury to aid the general puldhial( 6:6-
10; James 1:27). Funds in the treasury have bdktiao
"for the saints" (1 Cor. 16:1-2) and are to be used
"ministering to the saints" (2 Cor.9:1).

Isthe method of financially supporting evangdistsand
missionaries Scriptural?

Missionaries, such as Paul, received financial sttpp
direct from individuals and churches. They did remteive
financial support from a missionary society or sgming
church that collected financial funds from a gradip
churches (Phil. 4:10-20) thus abrogating local chur
authority and responsibility.
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The Information Box

e Group 1 meets tonight after services
* New Class Session begins Today

« Directory Updates are available in the
Foyer. Please pick up a copy.

+ Men’s Meeting next Sunday @ 4:30

«  Remember in Prayer:
o Alison Argo, Margaret Wade, Ed
Pickett, Jerry Moore, Wil Collier, Millie
Collier, Ruth Poss, Perry Woodbury

 Note — New Time! The Tuesday
morning Bible class meets at 10:30

« The “Bible-Dial-A-Message” number is
770-929-3242. Give it a try, and tell your
friends!

¢ Out of Town: None Reported

Upcoming Assignments:

Building Cleaning 03/07 — 03/13

Auditorium/Foyer: Holland
Classrooms/Baths/Halls: German

Prepare Lord’s Supper March 13

Jane Holland

Making Communion Bread for March

Jane Holland

Note - Please send news items via email for
inclusion in The Sunday Reader to:
newsrockdale@aol.com

(Continued from front Page)

Do church member s socially fellowship according to the
doctrine of Christ? Some groups build and financially suppo,
social halls and activities from the church tregsun the

Bible, the church treasury was never used to sugooial
activities. But, social fellowship was a persoredponsibility
discharged "from house to house" (Acts 2:46). diingrch
cannot make the worship of the church a sociaViggtihus
profaning worship to God (1 Cor. 11:17-22). Wholascsocial
fellowship is good in the sight of God, but we canrob God
to pay for our social facilities and activities.

Does the chur ch exclude human creeds, catechisms, church
manuals, professions of faith? Likewise, does the church
exclude all other gospels of men? "... you haveaino

the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make youevits
salvation through faith which is in Christ JesuBl.Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable @octrine,

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in hiteousness, that|
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equigped
every good work." (2 Tim. 3:15-17) "But even if wa,an
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to lyai what
we have preached to you, let him be accursed.”. (G&) If a
church uses any man-made commands or traditionsithe
"adding to" or "taking from" the doctrine of Chrighen it is
not a church according to the doctrine of Chrisis bn
organization according to the doctrines and gospfatsen.
The doctrine of Christ requires that only the Scrips be used
in organizing the church.

Doesthe church teach salvation asrevealed in the Bible
(that baptism isfor theremission of sinsand to wash away
sins)? "Peter then said to them, 'Repent, and let eveeyadn
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ forghgssion of
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holyrip' (Acts
2:38) "And now why are you waiting? Arise and betivaed,
and wash away your sins, calling on the name ot.drd."
(Acts 22:16) Regarding baptism, many denominational
doctrines differ from the Bible. Some teach thaitisam is not
essential and others teach that, while it shoulddserved, it is
not for the remission of sins nor to wash away.sins

Y ou must decide whether to believe denominational
doctrinesor the doctrine of Christ.
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